STUDIES   IN   A   DYING   CULTURE
Generation after generation repeats the same pattern.
All defects are reproduced. The parent cell has eaten
sour grapes, and therefore the grandchildren's teeth
are necessarily set on edge.
The coming of sexuality breaks the stale routine of
habit. It is therefore the genesis of individuality within
die ambit of society. Something distinctively new
now comes into being, because the child will no
longer resemble either parent exactly but, by com-
bining a selection of the genes from both, will
be someone different from either. Moreover, each
child, with a different selection of genes, will be
slighdy different, and thus bad qualities may be weeded
out by natural selection. Not all the children's teeth
are set on edge. The range of qualities in the offspring
is increased. Some, it is true, will be far worse than
the offspring of an asexual parent, for they will unite
the defects of both parents, but others will be better,
and natural selection will have a wider range of
varieties to work on* It is as if good has come into
the world by the generation of evil, and if we take
seriously the identity of opposites, must not this be
the case?
At the same rime death has come into the world.
Love, the giver of individuality, is also the giver of
death, the antithesis of personality. That is why the
life-instinct and the death-instinct, Eros and Thanatos,
seem so closely united, not as Freud thought because
they are specific instincts, but because death defines
love. The immortality of primitive cells, secured by
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